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THE FOLLOWING TEL FROM CALCUTTA SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO 
BOMBAY MADRAS DTD 8 AUG IS RPTD: 

QUOTE 

CALCUTTA 1473 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IN 

SUB J : WEST BENGAL: RAY MINISTRY UNRAVELLING? 

REF: CALCUTTA 1450 

1. MOST INTERESTING POLITICAL SITUATION IS EVOLVING IN 

WEST BENGAL. WHAT STARTED WITH THE RESIGNATION OF THE FOOD 
MINISTER AND A MINOR REORGANIZATION OF OTHER PORTFOLIOS 
(REFTEL) HAS BEGUN TO SNOWBALL INTO WHAT COULD BE A MAIOR 
REALIGNMENT OF FORCES WITHIN THE STATE CONGRESS PARTY. 

2. IN BRIEF, CHIEF MINISTER ANNOUNCED MONDAY EVENING THAT 
HE WAS RELIEVING SUB RATA MUKHERJEE OF THE HOME PORTFOLIO. 

BY TUESDAY AFTERNOON MUKHERJEE (AFTER CONSULTATION WITH 
UNION COMMERCE MINISTER AND CHIEF GURU OF WEST BENGAL YOUTHS 
D.P. CHATTOPADHYAYA AND P. R. DAS MUNSHI, M.P.) APPARENTLY 
DECIDED TO TAKE THE DEMOTION (WHICH ENTAILED LOSING HOME BUT 
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GAINING INDEPENDENT CHARGE', I.E. HAVING NO CABINET MINISTER 
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OVER HIM, FOR MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS, PANCHAYAT, ARCHAEOLOGY, 
INFORMATION, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND YOUTH SERVICES). SOME 
YOUTH CONGRESS/CHHATRA PARISHAD ELEMENTS OBJECTED TO HIS 
ACCEPTING THE POLITICAL DEMOTION AND ARE URGING MUKHERJEE 
TO RESIGN AND COMMENCE THE BATTLE ROYAL' (AS PREDICTED IN 
BH ATT ACH AR.TF.E/BT IRT F.IGH MEMCON DATED JUNE 29) BETWEEN THE YOUTH 
WING AND OLD GUARD OF THE PARTY. 

3. MEANWHILE ANOTHER BOMBSHELL WAS DROPPED WHEN THREE OTHER 
MINISTERS OF STATE ANNOUNCED THEIR RESIGNATION FROM THE GOVT 
TUESDAY NIGHT AS THEY HAD BEEN DENIED INDEPENDENT CHARGE' OF 
THEIR MINISTRIES. AT SAME TIME, LABOR/YOUTH/PARTY LEADER 

L. K. BOSDURESIGNED AS CONGRESS LEGISLATIVE PARTY SECRETARY 
(SEE POL/LABOR NOTE DATED MAY 31 FOR DESCRIPTION OF BOSE'S 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN STATE PARTY) DIRECTLY CRITICIZING CHIEF 
MINISTER FOR OFFENDING THREE IMPORTANT CONGRESS MLAS. 

4. WHERE ALL THIS WILL LEAD IS ANYBODY'S GUESS AT THIS POINT. 

THE WEST BENGAL CONGRESS IS HIGHLY FACTION ALTZET) (SEE POLNOTE 
OF FEB .6). THE YOUTH WINGS HAVE STEADILY LOST POWER OVER THE 
YEAR AND IT MAY BE THAT WHAT IS GOING ON IS THE PAINFUL AD- 
JUSTMENT IN THE RAY MINISTRY TO PARTY POWER REALITIES (WHICH 
WERE TO A LARGE EXTENT CONFIRMED WITH THE OUSTER OF DAS 
MUNSHI AS PARTY GENERAL SECRETARY IN JANUARY). IF THIS IS 

THE CASE, RAY MAY CONTINUE TO HEAD THE GOVERNMENT. IT MIGHT 
ALSO BE THAT CHATTOPADHYAYA WILL DECIDE (OR HAS DECIDED) 

TO MAKE HIS MOVE TO ESTABLISH A NEW CONGRESS MINISTRY. 

5. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS KIND OF JOSTLING LIES PRIMARILY 

IN ITS REFLECTION OF AND POTENTIAL IMPACT ON THE ROLE OF YOUTH 
IN POLITICS HERE. IN THAT REGARD WHAT HAPPENS TO SUBRATA 
MUKHERJEE, P. R. DAS MUNSHI AND OTHER CONGRESS-ALIGNED YOUTH 
ACTIVISTS IS IMPORTANT. IT IS WE THINK NO MERE 
COINCIDENCE THAT ONLY IN KERALA AND WEST BENGAL HAVE 
YOUTH COME TO POWER IN ANY SIGNIFICANT WAY. IN BOTH THESE 
STATES. BUT ESPECIALLY HERE, CONGRESS YOUTH WORKERS WERE 
THE VANGUARD OF THE ANTI-CPE M) FORCES. IN WEST BENGAL, THEY 
ALSO SLUGGED IT OUT WITH THE NAXALITES IN THE STREETS AND IN 
THE COLLEGE UNIONS. IT WAS THE YOUTH CONGRESS WHICH PATROLLED 
THE STREETS, KEPT SHOPS OPEN, ETC. DURING THE BANGLA BANDH 
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AND THEY ARE NOW ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN A DE-HOARDING 
CAMPAIGN IN AN ATTEMPT TO BRING DOWN THE COST OF LIVING. 

WHILE THEY HAVE SOMETHING OF THE URBAN GANG-LEADER ABOUT THEM. 
AND ARE DISTINCTLY UNCOUTH IN THE EYES OF THEIR ELDER AND 
MORE CONSERVATIVE PARTY COLLEAGUES, THEY ARE DYNAMIC YOUNG MEN 
WHO OPENLY AND VIGOROUSLY VOICE THEIR CONCERN OVER THE DECISIVE 
ROLE INSGTATE GOVT AND POLITICS OF THE OLD GUARD CONGRESS, 

THE POLICE, THE BUREAUCRATS. THE MERCHANTS WHO HOARD AND 
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MANIPULATE. THEY IN A SENSE REPRESENT THE SOCIAL GROUPS 
(THE EDUCATED UNEMPLOYED, THE URBAN LOWER MIDDLE CLASS, THE 
SMALL LANDOWNER) WITH WHICH THE OLDER GUARD OF THE CONGRESS 
FAILED TO ESTABLISH MEANINGFUL TIES OR EVEN COMMUNICATION. 

THE CPI(M) ALSO ACTIVELY CULTIVATES THESE TARGET GROUPS. 

THEY ARE POLITICALLY ENGAGED, HAVE HAD A STRONG TASTE OF POWER, 

AND, IF NOT ACCOMMODATED IN THE CONGRESS. WILL SURELY GO 
ELSEWHERE. 

PICKERING 

UNQUOTE 

MOYNIHAN 
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